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Newcast le  Col lege is  the largest  Fur ther  Educat ion estab l ishment  in  the Nor th
East ,  w i th  over  40,000 s tudents  and 1,000 members of  s ta ff ,  and has more
courses in  more subjects  than any other  comparable inst i tu t ion.

Newcastle College Implement
DRS Solution to Improve Key
Data Records

In 2005,  the Col lege achieved a Grade 1
Ofsted inspect ion which put  i t  amongst  the
top three in  England and Wales.  Th is  
outs tanding achievement  he lped i t  to  win
the prest ig ious Learn ing and Sk i l ls  Beacon
Status,  demonstrat ing i ts  success as a wel l
led and managed learn ing prov ider,  proven
to de l iver  outs tanding teaching and learn ing
fac i l i t ies .

Newcast le  Col lege is  cont inual ly  look ing to
mainta in  and improve s tandards and wanted
to implement  a  so lu t ion to  improve the 
qual i ty  and eff ic iency of  i ts  record 
at tendance and enro lment  data for  s tudents .  

A l ready making use of  Opt ica l  Mark
Recogni t ion (OMR) technology for
Qual i f icat ions on Entry  and var ious s tudent
surveys,  i t  dec ided to  in tegrate i ts  
a t tendance and enro lment  system in to  th is
process.This  was the next  leve l  o f  data that
the co l lege wished to  co l lec t  e lect ron ica l ly.

Newcastle College - The largest FE 
establishment in the North East

As the on ly  company to  prov ide OMR 
technology compat ib le  wi th  Newcast le
Col lege’s  EBS MIS System, leading 
educat ional  data capture spec ia l is ts ,  DRS,
were on hand to  he lp .  Coming wel l  
recommended to  the Col lege,  and af ter
implement ing a successfu l  p i lo t  for  
a t tendance and enro lment  in  the 2002/2003
academic year,  DRS offered an ideal  
so lu t ion.

Wi thout  a l l  s i tes hav ing access to  PCs,
there remained a rea l  need for  paper  
reg is t ra t ion forms.  Wi th  no change to  the
in i t ia l  co l lec t ion of  data -  the paper  reg is ter
be ing fami l iar  to  s ta ff  -  there was a qu ick
and easy t rans i t ion per iod.  

“Staff  rece ived excel lent
t ra in ing f rom DRS to
help them understand

OMR concepts .  
The Opt ica l  Mark Reader
i tse l f  is  s imple to  use
and easy to  t ra in  our

s taff  up on. ”
Maureen McCartney,  MIS Manager

Staff  a t  Newcast le  Col lege took wel l  to  the
in t roduct ion of  OMR technology and soon
apprec ia ted the benef i ts ,  not  least  the
abi l i ty  to  check gu ided hours across the
year  on actua l  reg is ters ,  and t rack 
at tendance across the Col lege s i tes for
EMA payment  purposes.  Due to  the s ize of
the Col lege,  i t  would have been a lmost
imposs ib le  to  accurate ly  record th is  data in
the past .
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Newcast le  Col lege now use the DRS OMR
solut ion to  capture data f rom over  40,000
student  enro lments  each year  and to  record
the i r  a t tendance.  Equipment  is  s i tuated in
a l l  key locat ions on and off  campus and the
centra l ised MIS management  a l lows 
product ion of  repor ts  for  the Col lege as a
whole,  not  jus t  for  ind iv idual  schools .

The OMR technology in use

DRS technology has a l lowed Newcast le
Col lege to  obta in  fast  and accurate 
at tendance and retent ion data.  

I t  has seen a cons iderable sav ing in  the
t ime taken to  manual ly  key in  records and
cross-check ing mul t ip le  paper  reg is ters ,
a l lowing s ta ff  to  run quer ies on ind iv idual
s tudents  or  whole courses,  prov id ing access
to immediate and accurate data.  In  shor t ,
qual i ty  data is  ava i lab le  in  rea l - t ime,  
whenever  Newcast le  Col lege need i t .

Fo l lowing th is  success,  the Col lege is
cons ider ing other  poss ib le  uses of  the OMR
for  the fu ture.  The Dest inat ion of  Leavers
Survey is  not  yet  a  requi rement  o f  the LSC,
but  Newcast le  Col lege do conduct  th is  
survey for  in terna l  use.  

Us ing addi t ional  sof tware f rom DRS, 
surveys can be produced quick ly  and 
eas i ly  and once completed,  scanned
through the OMRs,  enabl ing repor ts  to  be
produced immediate ly.  Th is  he lps to  save
a s ign i f icant  amount  o f  manual  key ing.

Newcast le  Col lege is  a lso explor ing the
poss ib i l i ty  o f  us ing the system to he lp
process data f rom Key Sk i l ls  Ent ry  Forms.

DRS OMR technology is  used wor ldwide
across the educat ion sector  for  a  vast
range of  appl icat ions inc lud ing  
a t tendance, reg is t ra t ion,  s tudent  surveys,
examinat ion mark ing,  qual i f icat ions on
entry  and process ing.

DRS cont inue to  mainta in  i ts  pos i t ion as a
market  leader  in  the prov is ion of  the
fastest ,  most  accurate and most  
cost -e ffect ive so lu t ions to  data capture
problems.

Wo r l dw i d e  t e c h n o l o g y

For further  information on the
ful l  range of  DRS products and
services,  please contact  a  
member of  the educat ion team.

Tel:  +44 (0)1908 666088
Fax:  +44 (0)1908 607668
enquir ies@drs.co.uk
www.drs.co.uk
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current regulations. All trademarks acknowledged.
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